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PRISME is pleased to welcome the collector and art dealer, Luc Bellier from 
the 20th of November until the 12th of January 2019 for the exhibition 
CAPE FEAR. 

From a family established in the art market for a century-long, Luc Bellier 
has gathered since the 80s a number of artworks about Fear. Numerous 
times reimagined and several times delayed, his project of creating an 
exhibition around a central theme in the art history finally sees the light of 
the day, at PRISME, in the heart of the 7th district. 

Luc Bellier confesses: “I have always been scared,” making Jean-Paul 
Sartre’s reflexion his own “Tous les hommes ont peur. Celui qui n’a pas peur 
n’est pas normal. Cela n’a rien à voir avec le courage !” (All men are scared. 
The one who does not know fear is not normal. This has nothing to do with 
courage!). Over the years, Luc Bellier has acquired very different artworks, 
in their style and execution, that have a strong link to this stressful emotional 
state of fear. 

In this exhibition, the boundaries between the eras, styles, and genres have 
been erased. Among the Old Master pieces selected are shown, the famous 
engraving of the startled self-portrait of Rembrandt (1926), a haunting 
Neapolitan Vanitas (c.1650), a Jan de Vos silver medallion (c.1615) that was 
exhibited at the Frick Collection and the carved ivory of a damned soul by 
Theophilus Wilhem Freese (c.1720). 

For the Modern art are featured two engravings by James Ensor, including 
La mort Chassant le Troupeau des Humains (1898), a remarkable self-
portrait of Otto Dix (1921), a late and virtuoso drawing by Picasso (1971) 
about a declination of sexual fascination as a bulwark against death.

As for pieces of Contemporary Art exhibited, these are mainly by artists 
with little exposure in France. It is the case for Vincent Desiderio, with his 
caravaggesque painting, Study for “A Hero’s Life” (1989). It coexists with 
the an authoritarian portrait by Ra’anan Levy (2017), a  Nicos Baikas cosmic 
drawing of obsessive touch, Untitled (1995-200) as well as with a sculpture 
evident of the afro-American artist Kori Newkirk, Win Slow, showcased in 
2006 at the Serpentine Gallery for a travelling exhibition and a painting by 
Joe Coleman, recently exhibited at the Palais de Tokyo, as well as with a 
captivating video by Paul Pfeiffer, Goethe’s Message to the New Negroes 
(2001) and a “custom led” by the Californian multimedia artist Jim Campbell 
(2006). 

Photography has always had a special place in Luc Bellier’s exhibitions and 
will not cease to be in Cape Fear with prints by Richard Avedon, Andres 
Serrano, Philip Lorca diCorcia, Barbara Kruger, Michael Light and with the 
surprising Mexican photojournalist Enrique Metinides.



ABOUT LUC BELLIER

It all started in 1920 when Alphonse Bellier took the initiative of submitting for 
auction the modern artists of his time. Over four decades of activity, many sales 
have remained historic. Following Bellier’s steps, his son Jean-Claude Bellier 
led a career as an art expert and dealer alongside building a collection of major 
importance. 

To mark the opening of a second Parisian gallery Quai Voltaire in 1988, Luc 
Bellier curated prestigious exhibitions such as “Polyptyques et Paravents, un 
siècle de création, 1890-1990” and participated to leading international art fairs.

In the 2000s, Luc Bellier was based rue de l’Élysée in a splendid gallery where 
monograph-exhibitions of Edvard Munch, Pablo Picasso, Édouard Vuillard, 
Jacques Henri Lartigue where held as well as thematic exhibitions such as From 
Berlin to London.

Bellier’s path as a specialist in modern and classic art brought him to maintain 
solid relations with a network of international collectors and cultural institutions 
such as the Art Institute of Chicago, the Neue Gallery in New York or even the 
Louvre Abu Dhabi. 

Today, Luc Bellier has chosen to be in République in a more intimate setting and 
continues his career as an expert while organising exhibitions of artworks he 
has collected with passion since his beginnings. 

ABOUT PRIMSE 

Founded in 2017 by Pierre Lorquin, PRISME in a non-traditional art gallery, 
located on 39 rue de Grenelle in the 7th district in Paris. 

By inviting every month a different gallery to exhibit within its walls, PRISME 
defends a vision which is characterised not by the artists it represents, but by 
the galleries it invites. Subsequently, PRISME seeks to present a large spectrum 
of major artists.

PRISME intends to offer a greater visibility to its exhibitors whether French 
or International by choosing every month one or more artists from a different 
gallery to exhibit.

In 2018, PRISME has already enabled visitors to view the works by artists like 
Judit Reigl, Bram Van Velde, Sol Lewitt, Degottex; but also those of young talents 
such as Quentin Derouet, Erin Lawlor, Claire Chesnier and Mara Fortunatovic. 
This “gallery of galleries” is therefore driven by the idea of putting in the spotlight 
the vision of those who have one. 



SÉLÉCTION D’ŒUVRES

Andreas Serrano
Klansman (Great Titan of the Invisible 
Empire III), 1990
Ilfochrome
115 x 90 cm

Barbara Kruger
Who Will Write The History Of Tears ?, 1984
Mixed Techniques
25,5 x 10,5 cm

Spanish school of the 17th century
Vanity
Oil on canvas
26,5 x 31,5 cm

Otto Dix
Self-Portrait in the Metropolis, 1921
Pencil on paper
43.3 x 35 cm

Opening hours :

Tuesday - Friday : 2pm - 7pm
Saturday de 11am - 7pm
And by appointment 
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