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MINDLESSNESS 

PRISME is pleased to invite The Dot Project to present 
Mindlessness, an exhibition of new works by Portuguese artist 
Pedro Matos.
 
Mindlessness, as a state of not being present - unaware, 
unconscious and restless, best reflects the present climate 
of our culture. In opposition to the notion of Mindfulness, 
that rooted in Zen Buddhist traditions is recently wide-
spreading and infusing into social media world with the 
alarming ‘dilution’ of its meaning; Matos finds his practice 
informed by the mindless gestures. 
 
The works on show are a continuation of artist’s Subliminal 
Gesture series, first executed in 2016, that references 
patterns found in cheap outdoor flooring common to 
the suburbs of Portuguese towns and cities. The use of 
disregarded and broken pieces of stone as an affordable 
and productive way of creating pavement is common 
practice in Southern European countries. From the well 
known “Calçada Portuguesa” or Italian “Terrazo”, to the 
more economical fragmented marble and concrete floor 
fillings. In their construction, workers employ a very 
similar approach to that of an artist: compositions, form, 
colour, scale, repetition, however all applied with limited 
consciousness. 

The exhibition features five - acrylic enamel on raw cotton 
- canvases in both generous and intimate scale. It is a 
reflection of Matos’ ongoing research into the seemingly 
random, decayed, disregarded and ephemeral – the ideas 
he finds present in urban landscape as well as nature 
itself; from marks involuntary created by human activity 
to those produced by way of natural phenomena. In the 
form of meticulous pieces, the artist explores the intricate 
complexity of abstract textures and detailed fragments 
situated in the gulf between abstraction and representation. 
The abstract quality of random, decay and unconscious 
mark-making, transposed by the artist to the sphere of 
aesthetic contemplation, indicates their sublimation and 
acceptance. 
 
By depuration of these frontier elements from formal and 
conceptual ambiguity present in the reality of the objects 
the artists highlights, Matos seeks to focus our gaze 
on what is frequently - in its original context - ignored, 
stressing the singular and ephemeral beauty contained 
in itself. Mindlessness is therefore an indignation into the 
nature of elements and objects that are not quite complete, 
into the intangible issues they contain and into their 
quality as conduits for ideas / aggregators of content - the 
contemplation of a poetic significance that transcends 
their physical appearance.



PRISME

Founded in 2017 by Pierre Lorquin, PRISME in a non-traditional art gallery, 
located on 39 rue de Grenelle in the 7th district in Paris.

By inviting every month a different gallery to exhibit within its walls, PRISME 
defends a vision which is characterised not by the artists it represents, but by 
the galleries it invites. Subsequently, PRISME seeks to present a large spectrum 
of major artists.

PRISME intends to offer a greater visibility to its exhibitors whether French 
or International by choosing every month one or more artists from a different 
gallery to exhibit.

This “gallery of galleries” is therefore driven by the idea of putting in the 
spotlight the vision of those who have one.

PARIS

The Dot Project is a London-based forward thinking and innovative arts 
space. The gallery identifies emerging artists, working in a variety of 
mediums comprised within both group and solo shows, curated with a global 
perspective. Founded by India Whalley in 2015 in Fulham Road, Chelsea, The 
Dot Project has since exhibited over one hundred emerging and mid career 
contemporary artists.

The Dot Projects first space on Fulham Road was integral to building the 
gallery’s well respected aesthetic and serving its purpose as a robust platform 
for a strong calibre of international artist. In September 2018, The Dot 
Project decided to change trajectory: a new location was announced and by-
appointment-only operation model adopted - within a domestic setting that 
allows clients, friends and artists to view the art in different capacity, creating 
a more relaxed, intimate experience.
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